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of the environment, develop their power of obser-
vation and, above all, help to harmonise school
instruction with real life* The essays set in Ger-
man in the upper classes of the elementary schools
are often based on the excursions in which the
pupils have taken part. School excursions have
also proved a powerful aid in Germany in instruc-
tion in geography, German history, arithmetic
and geometry. In addition to the monthly excur-
sions, brief visits to shops, factories, gardens, etc.
are sometimes arranged by teachers as the need
arises in the course of instruction.
Another important form of self-activity is in-
dependent reading. Every elementary school
has a library well provided with books suitable for
young pupils, particularly those with plenty of
illustrations and lively detail. The use of the
library not only widens the information of the
pupils, but trains them in judgment and develops
their individual capacities. They are also
encouraged to use the dictionary and sometimes
to seek for information in books of reference
specially prepared for school children.